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By President Abraham Lincoln
First Annual Message,
December 3, 1861

Source: https://pnhp.org/news/abraham-lincoln-on-labor/
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continues to develop that the in-
surrection is largely, if not exclu-

sively, a war upon the first prin-
ciple of popular government the rights
of the people. Conclusive evidence of
this is found in the most grave and ma-
turely considered public documents, as
well as in the general tone of the insur-
gents. In those documents we find the
abridgment of the existing right of suf-
frage and the denial to the people of all
right to participate in the selection of
public officers except the legislative
boldly advocated, with labored argu-
ments to prove that large control of the
people in government is the source of
all political evil. Monarchy itself is some-
times hinted at as a possible refuge from
the power of the people.

In my present position | could
scarcely be justified were | to omit rais-
ing a warning voice against this ap-
proach of returning despotism.

It is not needed norfitting here that a
general argument should be made in fa-
vor of popular institutions, but there is
one point, with its connections, not so
hackneyed as most others, to which |
ask a brief attention. Itis the effort to place
capital on an equal footing with, if not
above, labor in the structure of govern-
ment. It is assumed that labor is avail-
able only in connection with capital; that
nobody labors unless somebody else,
owning capital, somehow by the use of
itinduces him to labor. This assumed, it
is next considered whether it is best that
capital shall hire laborers, and thus in-
duce them to work by their own con-

sent, or buy them and drive them to it
without their consent. Having pro-
ceeded so far, it is naturally concluded
that all laborers are either hired laborers
or what we call slaves. And further, it is
assumed that whoever is once a hired
laborer is fixed in that condition for life.

Now there is no such relation be-
tween capital and labor as assumed, nor
is there any such thing as a free man
being fixed for life in the condition of a
hired laborer. Both these assumptions
are false, and all inferences from them
are groundless.

Labor is prior to and independent of
capital. Capital is only the fruit of labor,
and could never have existed if labor
had not first existed. Labor is the supe-
rior of capital, and deserves much the
higher consideration. Capital has its
rights, which are as worthy of protec-
tion as any other rights. Nor is it denied
that there is, and probably always will
be, a relation between labor and capital
producing mutual benefits. The error is
in assuming that the whole labor of
community exists within that relation. A
few men own capital, and that few avoid
labor themselves, and with their capital
hire or buy another few to labor for
them. A large majority belong to neither
class neither work for others nor have
others working for them. In most of the
Southern States a majority of the whole
people of all colors are neither slaves
nor masters, while in the Northern a
large majority are neither hirers nor hired.
Men, with their families wives, sons,
and daughters work for themselves on

their farms, in their houses, and in their
shops, taking the whole product to them-
selves, and asking no favors of capital
on the one hand nor of hired laborers or
slaves on the other. It is not forgotten that
a considerable number of persons mingle
their own labor with capital; that is, they
labor with their own hands and also buy
or hire others to labor for them; but this is
only amixed and not a distinct class. No
principle stated is disturbed by the exist-
ence of this mixed class.

Again, as has already been said,
there is not of necessity any such thing
as the free hired laborer being fixed to
that condition for life. Many indepen-
dent men everywhere in these States a
few years back in their lives were hired
laborers. The prudent, penniless begin-
ner in the world labors for wages
awhile, saves a surplus with which to
buy tools or land for himself, then labors
on his own account another while, and
at length hires another new beginner to
help him. This is the just and generous
and prosperous system which opens the
way to all, gives hope to all, and conse-
quent energy and progress and im-
provement of condition to all. No men
living are more worthy to be trusted than
those who toil up from poverty; none
less inclined to take or touch aught
which they have not honestly earned.
Let them beware of surrendering a po-
litical power which they already pos-
sess, and which if surrendered will
surely be used to close the door of ad-
vancement against such as they and to
fix new disabilities and burdens upon
them till all of liberty shall be lost.®@
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he working class movement is facing tremen-
dous challenges as well as opportunities, in
the present scenario.

Just concluded General Council meeting of CITU
has noted the continuing systematic crisis of the
capitalist order and its reflection on all aspects -
political, economic and social governance; in the
authoritarian and divisive onslaughts by the ruling
classes in all fronts with clear fascistic intent.

At the same time, the voice of opposition is
becoming louder and widespread, bringing forth
the reality of organised combat. We must vigor-
ously work to bring this reality of organized com-
bat into concrete action by intensifying the
struggles both at sectoral and national level with
continuity.

The response of the toiling people has been
quite encouraging wherever they could be reached
and organized in struggles against the onslaughts
on their lives and livelihood.



The policy machinations of the rul-
ing regime are destroying the wealth
generating capacity of the country’s
productive economy, as a whole,
through the aggressive all out priva-
tization drive of all PSUs in the strategic
and core sectors of the economy in fu-
els and energy, minerals, metals, finan-
cial sector and the infrastructure sector
in entirety which hold the very founda-
tion of the country’s economy, economic
self-reliance and sovereignty. The lat-
est is NMP (National Moneti-sation
Pipeline) project of handing over the en-
tire infrastructural sector roadways, rail-
ways, airlines, ports, minerals, energy
etc virtually free of cost to private cor-
porate, both domestic and foreign, for
profit-without-investment, destroying
the national economy, built by the people
through seven decades of post inde-
pendence.

The mass of the people, who can-
not avail and use these infrastructural
services and are already subjected to
miseries of aggravating impoverish-
ment, are going to be further squeezed
and exploited as the private operators

-

-

of these infrastructures are empowered
to increase the user charges/tariffs with-
out any control or regulation.

Same destructive exercise is being
carried to the agricultural sector through
enactment of three Farm Laws, which
aims at destroying peasants agriculture
in favour of corporate farming; put an
end to regulation and control on prices
and distribution of all essential com-
modities; and completely buried the self-
reliance on food economy.

And to facilitate all these loot and
plunder, the governance structure is be-
ing made authoritarian within the ap-
parent democratic structure; — trampling
the basic Constitutional norms and fed-
eralism undermining the rights of the
States, including financial rights; — use
of UAPA, abrogation of article 370, on-
slaught against any dissent and oppo-
sition through foisting false cases un-
der sedition clauses and vindictive de-
ployment of Govt agencies like CBI, ED,
etc against the dissenters and political
adversaries; — attacking on labour rights
through Labour Codes followed by pro-
hibiting workers’ collective actions
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through Ordinances, followed by enact-
ment, and bulldozing even deliberation
and discussion in the Parliament.

Simultaneously, the RSS-led Govt
has been deploying all its agencies and
wings to cultivate poisons of commu-
nal and all kinds of divisive polarization
in the society to disrupt the unity of the
people and divert the attention to non-
issues; and to carry on their destruc-
tive reign of loot and plunder on the
country and the people.

However, these machinations of the
BJP regime is not getting a walkover in
the background of united struggles, with
continuity, by the working class, the
peasantry and the agricultural workers
against these policies; — and coming to-
gether of all sections of toiling people
voicing their opposition to this barba-
rous regime gradually overcoming the
poisonous divisive, disruptive and di-
versionary designs of the ruling classes
and their present political agents in gov-
ernance.

The retreat of the Modi Govt and its

announcement on repealing the retro-
grade Farm Laws in the face of the his-
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toric one year long united and deter-
mined struggles by the farmers, with
working class solidarity movement,
clearly established the fact that crimes
do not have the last word and oppres-
sion and arrogance by the rulers can
never get a walkover.

We have to go forward in our united
struggles with greater confidence. The
task before us is to further heighten the
struggle towards defiance and resis-
tance. Repeal of Farm Laws did not come
through negotiations, but through
united actions of defiance and resis-
tance. Appropriate lesson needs to be
drawn out of it.

Farm Laws may be repealed in the
winter session of the Parliament. But,
on statutory provision for MSP, the
Govt is still silent. At the same time, the
Govt is bringing Electricity Amendment
Bill in this session for enactment as also
the amendment Bill of PFRDA Act aimed
at taking the administration of National
Pension System along with its huge cor-
pus fund out of the purview of Govt
regulatory regime and for private fund
managers’ control. Labour Codes are
still alive.

The draft Rules under the Codes by
the Central and many State govern-

,
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ments have many deficiencies. What-
ever rules have been formulated under
the IR Code and OSHWC Code are more
adverse than the original enactments for
demolition of labour rights. There are
several other issues of concern for the
working people. During pandemic, de-
spite aggravating hunger among the toil-
ing people, the demand for Rs 7500 in-
come-support per month to all non-in-
come-tax paying families are being ig-
nored. Further, the Govt is going to stop
the free ration-support for the people,
introduced during pandemic period, by
this end-November despite proven
record of widening hunger situation and
the situation of dislocation of employ-
ment/livelihood opportunities owing to
prevalent pandemic. And above all, un-
der the guise of the notorious NMP, the
process of handing over vital infrastruc-
tures virtually free to private corporates
has already started.

In this background there is urgent
necessity of heightening the struggles
both at sectoral and national level. Ini-
tiative has been taken by the Joint Plat-
form of Trade Unions in the National
Convention on 11 November 2021 to
organize two days countrywide general
strike during the forthcoming budget
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session of the Parliament; and intensive
preparatory campaign during the inter-
vening period.

Many sector level struggles are also
emerging. The Construction workers are
going for strike on 2 December 2021.
Steel workers are preparing for the strike,
on 16 December 2021. Against MPA Act
and NMP, Port workers federations have
jointly served the notice for strike on
any day after 15 December 2021 while
continuing their other agitation
programmes. Similar strike programme
is also being planned in the banking sec-
tor against the Govt’s move of bringing
Bank Nationalisation Amendment Bill to
facilitate privatization of banks. The Joint
platform of Electricity Employees’ Fed-
eration has also been planning similar
action programme against the Electric-
ity Amendment Bill to be introduced in
the current session of the Parliament.

In private sector industries, numer-
ous struggles are going on and in some
of them the struggling workers could
even achieve their demands. Recent ex-
ample is that of the workers in Hydel
project of Jindal Co in Himachal Pradesh
who succeeded in regularizing 500 con-
tract workers in permanent employment
of the company with attendant benefits
through bitter struggle.

An overall atmosphere of surging
workers response to combative struggle
is emerging wherever the union could
reach and organize. In this background
of surging response to call of struggles,
the success of Kisans struggle has
added enthusiasm and confidence.

We must leave no stone unturned
to carry this forward to heightened na-
tionwide action against the anti-work-
ers authoritarian policies of the Govt.
We have before us the target of two
days general strike during the Budget
Session of Parliament. The date will be
finalised soon in the joint platform of
trade unions. During the intervening pe-
riod the entire December and January,
we need to reach the working peoples
in entirely with call of the strike and the
ugly face of the anti-national, anti-
people destructive policy regime affect-
ing the people, the society and the
democratic system itself needs to be
exposed. People are ready to respond.
We must reach them with the hard
truth. (24 November, 2021)
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@O MG MMM (SIVE3 oleel
oHmM G»oaW, Trade Union Act 1926,
Industrial Employment (Standing Orders)
Act, 1946, Industrial Dispute Act 1947
a1 MOaEBe8 dMvocwiHlajlal)
OBIMNE Q0L WISIBS®I6).

e Employees' Provident Funds and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1952,

e Employees' State Insurance Act
1948
e Employees' Compensation Act 1923

e Employment Exchanges (Compul-
sory Notification of Vacancies) Act
1959

e Maternity Benefit Act 1961

e Payment of Gratuity Act 1972

e Cine-workers Welfare Fund Act
1981

e Building and Other Construction
Workers' Welfare Cess act 1996

e Unorganised Workers Social
Security Act 2008

o) 9 MVREEBOH8 TVoEWOI
&laflajoem Code on Social Security
®QO00EH VNGBS ©).

13 MIW26BBUY MVoEWILHla laf)d0
en2oem The Occupational Safety, Health

and working conditions code 2020 mlel
ofl@d aIMm©).
e Factories Act 1948
e Mines Act 1952
¢ Dock Workers (Safety, Health and
Welfare) Act 1986

¢ Building and Other Construction
Workers (Regulation of Employ-
ment and Conditions of Service)
Act 1996

¢ Plantations Labour Act 1951

e Contract Labour (Regulation and
Abolition) Act 1970

e Inter-State Migrant Workmen

(Regulation of Employment and
Conditions of Service) Act 1979

e Working Journalist and other
Newspaper Employees (Conditions
of Service and Miscellaneous
Provision) Act 1955

e Working Journalist (Fixation of
Rates of Wages) Act 1958

e Motor Transport Workers Act 1961

e Sales Promotion Employees
(Condition of Service) Act 1976

e Beedi and Cigar Workers (Condi-
tions of Employment) Act 1966

¢ Cine-Workers and Cinema Theatre
Workers (Regulation of Employ-
ment) Act 1981
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